NebraskAccess — _ 4

T B
L.

- "
nebraskaccess.nebraska.gov
-

iﬂ.%m‘ Points of View Reference Center

IL-\.

Description: Points of View Reference Center (POVRC) is an online database containing
resources that present multiple sides of an issue. It provides rich content that can help students
evaluate and construct persuasive arguments and essays, better understand controversial
issues, and develop analytical thinking skills.

Audience: POVRC is targeted toward students in grades eight through early college.

Licensed Content: Like many general interest periodical databases, POVRC licenses and
delivers full text content from various third party publishers. In the case of POVRC, this includes:

comprehensive coverage from 126 social and political periodicals

selective coverage from 220 additional periodicals

newspaper articles, books, radio/TV transcripts, and primary source documents
charts, graphs, images, and videos

Proprietary Content: What makes POVRC unique, however, is its proprietary content, written
specifically for inclusion in the database. This content includes:

e Points of View (POV) Essays — POVRC contains over 1,600 essays, covering 370+
controversial topics. For each topic there is an Overview essay, a Point essay (presenting
one side of the issue), a Counterpoint essay (presenting an opposing position), and a
Guide to Critical Analysis, designed to assist students in evaluating the topic.

e Research Guides — Research guides are not associated with specific topics. Instead,
they offer advice to students on effective ways to conduct research, analyze arguments
made by others and persuasively present their own opinions, both verbally and in writing.
POVRC includes research guides on close to 20 topics, including:

0 Giving an Oral Presentation 0 Writing a Research Paper

0 Writing a Topic Sentence o Creating a Bibliography

0 Choosing a Topic 0 Taking Good Notes

0 How to Understand the Bias of o Writing a Thesis Statement
a Publication 0 Judging Fact vs. Opinion

To retrieve a list of all research guides, click the “See all research guides” link in the Reference
Shelf area of the POVRC home page:
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Browse by Category: While it is possible to search for information in POVRC using the Basic
or Advanced Search screens, the database is really designed for browsing. The “Browse by
Category” section of the POVRC home page currently displays 34 categories. Beneath each
category heading is a bulleted list of three topics, plus a “More” link you can click on to display
additional topics that fall under that category. To view an alphabetical list of all 370+ topics
covered by POVRC, click “Show All” at the top right of the “Browse by Category” section.
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Once students identify a topic they want to research further (e.g. Animal Experimentation under
the Animal Welfare category), clicking on it will retrieve the POV “Overview” essay on the topic.

Animal Experimentation: An Overview

Related Information

Points of View MoListen ) B ) ® ﬂ- = Related Items

Magazines Animal expermentation has been instrumental in many medical and - —

Newspapers pharmaceutical advances that have benefited humans. While most |

Books Americans value these achievements, new understandings about the nature 1

Biographies of animals have caused many people to reconsider the ethics of using

Radio&_ TV News animals for human gain, and so the debate over animal experimenta]

Transcripts primarily a philosophical one. The resulting increase in public aw; Hedieal Experimens
! :

Primary Source resulted in some legisliation, and animal rights organization i Key 1o Life.

Documents for additional changes to policies. Concern abo

Academic Journals

experimentation for cosmetics and other perso)
the pressure from animal rights groups. “
—>

In the United Siates, all pharmaceuti SO
chemicals must first be tested on animals b W
humans. One controversial test commonly employ: Cruelty: Motives Are
Irrelevant

2%

Find Similar Results
using SmartText Searching.

controversial Draize test on rabbits is commonly used in these indusi
measure eye irritation.

Guide to
Approximately 95 percent of the millions of animals used in experiments are Critical Anaylsis

mice and rats, with the remaining 5 percent comprised mostly of dogs, cats, Animal
guinea pigs, rabbits, birds, and non-human primates (chimpanzees, éwe”memam"ﬁu,de
baboons, monkeys, and macaques). In addition to research conducted by to Critical Analysis

From this “Overview” essay students can easily jump to additional information on the topic that
will help them develop a deeper, more well-rounded understanding the issues and controversies
surrounding it.

To the right of the “Overview” essay, in the Related Items column, there will always be links to a
“Point” essay, a “Counterpoint” essay, and a “Guide to Critical Analysis” on the topic. There may
also be links to related images, charts, “What experts say...” articles, research guides and
curriculum standards.

To the left of the “Overview” essay, in the Related Information column, there will always be a
list of the types of source material included in the database (e.g., proprietary Points of View
content, magazines, newspapers, books, etc.) Clicking on a source type link will launch a search
for additional information on the topic, limited to that specific source type.





